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* 32 BIT POWER 

* 16.8 MILLION COLOUR PALETTE 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


PRESIDENT: Keith Antoine 
Ph. (07) 3300-2161 
SECRETARY: Barry Benyon 
Fax or Ph. (07) 3290-1521 
TREASURER: Bob Baxter 
Ph. (07) 3264-3702 
LIBRARIANS: Ron & Warren Blake 


Ph. (07) 3287-1790 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Mike Williams 
Ph. (07) 3801-1020 


C-64/128 CONTACT: Doreen Horne 


Ph. (07) 3398-7441 


B. B. S.s 
We have two BBSs available for 
C.C.U.G.Q. members:- 


SideCar Express BBS ... 3 lines 

(07) 3805-5928 . 3 lines on the one number 

(07) 5546-3252 . local call from GoldCoast 

SYSOP: Brendan Pratt 
Voice: Ph. (07) 5546-3317 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/463.0 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/463.0 


WindDragon Inn BBS ... 2 lines 

(07) 3300 6357 and (07) 3300 5569 

SYSOP: Keith Antoine 
Voice: Ph. 3300-2161 

FidoNet Node No. 3: 640/562 

AmigaNet Node No 41:400/556 

These two BBSs are available at speeds of 

1200 - 28,800 baud. 


Mailing Address: 
The Secretary 
C.C.U.G.Q. Inc. 
P.O. Box 274 
SPRINGWOOD QLD 4127 


Commercial Advertising Rate: 
$40.00 per full page, per issue 
$25.00 per half page, per issue 

This rate is for camera-ready A-5 pages. 


Opinions expressed in CURSOR articles 
are those of the Author(s), and not 
necessarily those of the C.C.U.G.Q. or the 
Editor. Permission for reprinting by other 
Users Groups is granted, provided that both 
the source and author are acknowledged. 
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MAIN MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday October 3rd (7pm - 10pm) 
St. Laurence's College 
82 Stephens Road 
South Brisbane Qld. 
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Sunday October 8th (L1am - 4pm) 
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Well, where is all that support 
which Mike Williams asked for. 
Maybe I was looking the other way 
when it happened. 


Seriously, if you do not give some 
support to the committee when it is 
asked for or give something back 
after taking all for years, then do not 
expect to receive much from the 
committee, nor expect them next 
time to even fill a position. 


It seems to me over the period that I 
have beeen involved with 
committees that the members think 
"we have put you there, now do 
your job but do not bother me with 
your day to day problems". 


Any club is only as good as its 
membership and just because we 
have had a bit of a battering over the 
last 18 months does not mean you 
are allowed to lay down and die. So 
get up and contribute! 


I had a sneak preview of a new 
communications program for the 
Amiga, on the BBS, called Zeus. 
Some screen shots in point of fact. It 
looked terrific and very innovative. 
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There have been quite a few new 
programs released, mostly from 
Europe. Maybe with the imminent 
release to the market of some new 
Amiga stock it will increase. 


J cannot say that I am overjoyed 
with Escom and the way they have 
handled the situation and with the 
machines they plan to market, but 
having said that, I live in hope that 
they will improve. But they have to 
get a move on, now. 


At the time of writing its 12 weeks 
to Christmas. What happened to the 
last 40 weeks, did someone steal 
them? Maybe because I have been 
so busy, like most of you, it just 
slipped away. I will, like the rest of 
you, leave the rest the magazine to 
Mike. Terrific job mate. 


See you online, 


Keith Antoine 
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Computers 


Your Complete Computer Specialist 
Enough Said. 


Amiga, A QUEENSLAND 
IBM Compatibles, ENTERPRISE 


Mac, 
Hewlett Packard, 
Canon, Citzen, GVP, 
Electronic Design, 
Rotec, 
Software Solutions, 
CD 32, 

Multi Media, 
Scanners, 
Fax/Modems, 
Repairs & Upgrades, 
Real Support, 
Real service, 


A Real Computer Store. and oud of bi! 


Ph: (07) 3279 0666 or 008 818 0716 


MEGABYTE COMPUTER 
HOMEBASE JINDALEE 
JUST OFF CENTENARY 





————————_ 











Well, here I am again, writing my 
editorial as the last thing to go into 
this magazine before taking it to the 
printers and, as you've guessed, it's a 
week late again. The reason is the 
same as last month:- a lack of 
articles from non-committee 
members. I still get the regular two 
articles from President Keith 
(thanks Keith) and the almost- 
regular one from Secretary Barry 
(thanks Barry), but I really need 
some input from our other members. 
Because of this I have decided that, 
in future, this magazine will be 
produced when and only when | 
have enough information to fill it. If 
I don't have enough then it won't 
issue. This will also work both 
ways; if there is a lot of news and 
articles, Cursor could issue every 2- 
3 weeks! 

So it's now up to you! 


Now for something lighter: we have 
two lots of good news this month. 

Firstly, our call for people to give 
demonstrations at the main meeting 
was heeded and I am very pleased to 
say that we have enough demo's and 
talks lined up to last us into 1996. 
Check out the next three on page 7, 
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with another two to come. 

The second good news is that details 
of the new Amiga machines have 
been announced by Amiga 
Technologies and they are expected 
to be on sale in Australia by the end 
of October or the beginning of 
November. Full details of this are 
shown in the Synapse Computers ad 
in the centre pages of this Cursor. 


The Amiga 1200 appears to be very 
good value, especially considering 
the increase in size of the hard-drive 
and especially if you take into 
account the bundled software which 
will come with every Amiga sold. 
The software alone has been valued 
at in excess of $600, and will give 
any new or upgrading Amiga user a 
similar software package to what is 
offered to PC buyers. It also 
contains mainly Productivity 
software which is a nice change of 
emphasis from the image some 
people have of the Amiga being 
“Just another games machine". You 
will get a MultiMedia platform, a 
Word Processor, a Paint program, a 
24-bit graphic image manipulator, 
an Organiser, a Spreadsheet, a 
Database and two games. 


Also check out Amiga Technologies 
philosophy with an article by Gilles 
Bourdin starting on page 22. 

Very encouraging. 


Mike 
Mike Williams - Editor 
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Please always refer to the latest 
CURSOR for information on the 
next meeting as the following plans 
are always subject to change. 


October 3rd 1995 
Beginners view of PACKET 
RADIO including communication 
with amateur (ham) satellites by 
Philip Webb. 


November 7th 1995 


A demonstration of PAGESTREAM 
3.0h (or version 3.01 if available) by 
Mike Williams (Newsletter Editor). 


December 5th 1995 
AREX SCRIPTS and creating a de- 
installer program by Jason Martin. 
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picture this month is 
another picture from the CD-Rom 
called GIFs Galore. The files is 
titled "Lighthouse" and depicts a 
lighthouse on top of a sheer cliff. I 
don't know where the cliff is, but it 
must be a cold place because of all 
the snow at the waters edge. 


This picture needed quite a lot of 
manipulating to convert it from a 
256 colour image and reproduce it 
in black and white on paper:- 

1. First, the file was cropped to a 
size of 860 by 776 to fit it to the 
front page. 

2. Then, as the sky printed too dark, 
I reduced the blue content by 80%. 
3. The contrast was then reduced by 
70%. 

4. The brightness was increased by 
40%. 

5. It was finally saved as a GIF 
image of 256 shades of grey. 
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Years ago computer users of my 
vintage had mechanical clock-work 
operating computers. Two handles 
on the Amiga (one on each side for 
Multitasking). The PC then had only 
one. 


Times change and now both the PC 
and the Amiga share similar 
operations, both have two 
electrically operated handles, the 
Amiga’s (internal) doing what they 
always did very well. The PC using 
its additional handle as a pencil 
sharpener. 


Along the way I stole a little bit of 
someone’s program. Over the years 
I added to it, first in 64 Basic, then 
something called “Enhanced Basic”. 
Next Simon’s Basic, which required 
a Simon’s Basic Cartridge in the 64, 
and did scary things to the good 
order and running of the 64 if run 
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under the 64's native Basic. The 
program then languished unseen for 
years. 


On full moon days each year I 
would print out the program, sit on 
my train to work and pretend to 
study it intelligently. Always with 
some kind fellow traveler asking me 
what was the word I was stuck with 


in my Crossword. 


When I showed him my program 
printout he would drop into a form 
of stilted English, accompanied by 
vigorous hand movements and use a 
Taised voice, reserved by Australians 
in those days for non English 
speaking migrants. The kind person 
would then return to his seat 
mumbling to his companion “some 
kind of foreigner - doesn’t read 
English”. 


Next came the Commodore 128 
Basic, the best machine ever. The 
only “PC BUILT to be compatible 
with Commodore machines”. {1 will 
never admit it the other way}. I 
added all sorts of marvelous code 
and finally found a fellow 
computerite who was interested in it 
for a short time. His wife gave him a 
choice “Her or the Computer”. He 
chose the milkman, taking his 
computer and pigeon collection with 
him. In all the years I knew him I 
never suspected. 
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Once-upon-a-time years later, on a 
rainy day, I sat down and started to 
change the program into “QBasic” 
(PC Basic). Ten minutes later my 
wife had the SES get me down out 
of the Mango Tree. End of PC 
Basic. 


I deny I bought the PC/AT 
Bridgeboard. I “found” it in the 
Amiga when it was returned from a 
computer shop where it was in for 
its 20,000 keypress/6 months 
service. The 6 months part was how 
long it took to get it back. 


Next I tried “AmigaBasic” (similar 
to the Mango Tree operation). Gates 
has much to answer for, by this 
trickery, in trying to destroy the 
Amiga’s success by giving away his 
AmigaBasic with every machine. 


Shows how smart we Amigaites are 
now Windows has fooled the rest of 
the world. 


“Amos the Creator”. A few more 
bits tidied up in the program. I had 
so many Amos updates I kept 
forgetting which was the latest and 
in the end, I had a marvelous, spiral 
bound manual comprising the 
original book and printed changes 
which I sold for quite a good price. 


Purchasing Amos 3D was when 
things really deteriorated. Every 
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time I looked at the marvelous code 
written by others showing rotating 
objects in 3D (and I couldn’t get the 
demo which came with the program 
to work without crashing my 
machine), I suffered severe 
depression, locked my program in 
the cupboard, and went back to 
collecting Classical music records. 
Due to the fact I was not compatible 
with Amos 3D none of it ever got 
into my program. 


“Amos Professional” came next. My 
depression increased, as by now my 
kids had grown to an age where they 
could play and complete the game 
quicker than I could. And I wrote it. 


I changed more phrasing in the 
program putting in more 
complicated wording to make it 
harder for my kids , and thus once 
again giving me the playing edge. 
But to no avail. Kids grow up faster 
then their parents, or so my wife 
says. She meant me of course, after 
she read this article. I don’t care, my 
hero in real life is Mike O’Conner 
(Courier Mail) who was deported to 
L.A. as resident Escheator for 
saying things about his Editor and 
not taking life seriously. 


“Amos Professional” sadly, is not 


100% compatible with DOS 3.1. It 
still works acceptably though. 
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However I won’t give up without a 
fight. I have added sounds of chains 
clanking, groans, pictures of castles, 
witches, Elley etc. (not necessarily 
in that order), which all good games 
have. 


Soon after this my wife found the 
personally autographed IFF pictures 
I had of Elley and left me for a 
friend of mine who hated 
computers. I tracked them down and 
got my revenge by selling the cur 
my AT Bridgeboard. Realising she 
had made a grave error she returned 
to my Amiga. (The milkman was by 
now a milk lady so the previous 
scenario was unlikely to be 
repeated). 


The finished program in the Cursor 
is for you all. Especially you gray 
haired Members who can remember 
when computers were computers, 
and men were men and not just 
today’s users who spend hours 
looking at some pretty screen face. I 
can now tell you, modestly, that my 
program was the inspiration for the 


Zork series. 


I realize that this epic must be 
painful, if not tearful, to you oldies 
out there. If you wish to change or 
add something to my program, 
please send me your code on a disk 
and I will return you a disk full of 
Amos scripts, procedures, and 
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pictures of Elley you couldn’t find 
in playing the game, or your Doctor, 
like mine and our Club President’s, 
Suggested would be contrary to our 
health at our age. 


I promise you all correspondence I 
receive will be treated with 
complete confidentiality and no 
mention of the age of the sender or 
what his first computer was will leak 
out, unless he/she is on my hate list 
of members who have not paid their 
95/96 subscriptions. 


As a further threat to our ex- 
Members WHO HAVE NOT paid 
their 95/96 fees; unless they pay up I 
will send them a copy of my 
program as a punishment. 


When you have a young whipper- 
Snipper of an Editor like our Club 
has, raised on speed and more 
memory, one can only hope that this 
article enters the Cursor without too 
much censorship. I can assure any 
budding Cursor article writer out 
there that our Editor will not resign 
no matter what you say about him. 


He revels in the power he has in 
deciding what goes in the Cursor 
and what doesn’t. (J just wish I had 
more articles so that I would have 
something to choose between ... Ed.) 


Bavoy Benyou 
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By Mike Williams 


This column aims to give the reader 
a quick overview of some of the 
more interesting articles or reviews 
seen in the latest Amiga magazines. 
All of these magazines (and more) 
are available for borrowing from our 
Librarian at our Main Meeting held 
on the first Tuesday of the month. 


Here is a sample of the articles 
appearing in these magazines. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMODORE 
& AMIGA REVIEW (A.C.A.R.) 

- September 1995 

1. Surfing The Net is an article on 
the Internet, specifically for the 
Amiga. It covers the Amiga Home 
Page, Aminet, The Amiga Web 
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Directory, Amiga Mosaic, Scala, 
NEWTek, Amiga Report Online 
Magazine and Amiga Mailing Lists. 
2. CrossMAC is similar to 
CrossDOS, but this time for 
Macintosh disks. It is not a 
Macintosh emulator, letting you run 
Mac programs, but it does let you 
read and write disks in the Mac 
format. 

3. The Guru-ROM V6 is tested here. 
It is a turbo charger for GVP 
controllers, giving speed increases 
of up to 100% on any SCSI device. 
4. Poswiz is a retail Point Of Sale, 
inventory and marketing program. It 
is reviewed here and allows the 
Amiga to be used instead of IBM, 
saving a retailer around $2000. 

5. Aminet 7 is extensively reviewed 
and is quoted as "... uncontestably 
the premier Amiga freely 
distributable software collection on 
CD-ROM." 

6. How To Speak Modem is a good 
article on all those Hayes commands 
used by your modem so it can be 
understood by other modems or 
BBSs etc. 


AMIGA MAGAZINE 

- July 1995 

1. The cover disks this month give 
you a fully functioning copy of 
Adorage 2.0 AGA, which is a visual 
effects system for programming or 
video use, and PowerBase V3.4 
which is a complete database 
system. 
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2. Into the .net is an article about 
getting into the Internet, starting 
with the basics. It covers the Amiga 
Home Page, Amosaic, The Internet 
Relay Chat (IRC), E-Mail, The 
World Wide Web (WWW), Aminet, 
Choosing a Provider, etc. etc. 

3. Arcade Snooker is another fully- 
functioning game on one of the two 
coverdisks, and looks quite good. 

4. There are a lot of Games Reviews 
including Star Crusader, Wheelspin, 
Big Red Adventure, Timekeepers, 
PowerHouse, Gloom, ViroCop, 
Behind the Iron Gate, X-Fighter, F1 

5. A nice set of reviews on 
Productivity software including 
Lightwave 4.0, Cinema 4D, 
Directory Opus 5, Photogenics 1.2, 
Scala MM400 and Final Data 2. 


AMIGA SHOPPER 

- August 1995 

1. A supertest on scanners, both 
hand-held and flatbed varieties 
including the Alfascan 800, 
Alfascan Plus, Powerscan Colour, 
Powerscan Greyscale, Epson GT- 
9000 and the Fourth Level 4800. 

2. The Coverdisks contain some 
uselful programs including 
TurboCat 3 a disk cataloging 
program, Text Master a new word 
processor with a 36,000 word 
dictionary, File Master 3 a file 


Management program, Ultra 
Accounts a basic accounting 
package, AGraph a_ graph 


generating program and many more. 
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3. An interview with John Hillman 
from SCALA. 

4. Silicon chameleon is a review of a 
number of the non-amiga emulators 
including PC-Task 3.10 (PC), 
ShapeShifter 2 (Mac II), CDBoot 
(CD-32) and Cache CDFS 2. 

5. A review of Organiser by Digita, 
which is an electronic diary, to-do- 
list, Filofax, Calendar, Address 
Book and Supplements. This 
program will be included with all 
new Amigas sold. 


AMIGA USER INTERNAT'NAL 

- August 1995 

1. Scala MM400 is put through its 
paces in a two page spread. 

2. AmigaDOS OS-3.1 is tested and is 
a viable alternative for 500 and 2000 
Owners. 

3. Final Data 2 an upgraded 
database program is given a better 
review. 

4. Deluxe Paint V is given a nice 2- 
page review and comes up with a 
creditable 87%. 

5S. A review of a 1.2 Gigabyte IDE 
Drive called Cavier 31200. This is 
just the thing to replace your full 40 
megabyte drive in your 1200, and at 
around A$700 is not a bad buy. 

6. SX/ Powerstation is a add-on 
hard drive and power supply for the 
CD-32. 

7. Test of the Cyberstorm 060 
processor. Compared to _ the 
4000/040 it is 2 to 5 times faster, but 
only 30% faster than a 40mhz 040. 
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B.B.S. Mews 


Windrasen lan 


Hi once more and I can say that 
what I told you last time has 
eventuated in that WindDragon is 
now on the net and telnetable from 
there it is also networked to 
Eastwind, the unix box. 





There are some 400mb of files 
online and a CDROM coming 
online plus an expanded messages 
area. In the messages area is also 
News from usenet, all the Amiga, 
OS2 and Win areas with the ability 
to reply as well. 


A user could conceivably login to 
WindDragon, telnet to Eastwind, 
Sidecar or Magic BBS’s, that is so 
long as they are members of those 
boards and with sufficient access to 
the net itself. One thing I must stress 
that it is not a right of club members 
to logon to either Sidecar or me and 
expect to get upgraded especially if 
you are a new member. 


Neither Brendan nor J are up to date 
with who is financial, so anyone 
who wishes to logon must call 
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| Barry, our trusty Secretary, and get 

him to call either Brendan or I and 
inform us that you will be coming 
on. 


My phone bills are big enough 
without having to call Barry to 
confirm that you are a member. In 
point of fact, I no longer will call 

people back if I am not available. Its 
up to them to get back to me. I 


would spend $750-$1000 a year this 
way. 


Why can’t you login to Eastwind? 
Well, its a unix box without feeling 
and one has to have a login name 
and password given to you first. 


However, soon you will be able to 
login to the Uniboard BBS on that 
machine without all that and enjoy 
restricted access. Just wait for the 


next installment of this exciting 
serialised article. 


Thats about it for this month. 


See you online, 


Keith Antoine 
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S YNA P SE COMP U TE R S "The Amiga Specialist’ 


190 Riding Road P.O. Box 41 
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October News: Australian company, AMI PACIFIC’, looks set 


” 


(aCe to start distributing new Amigas - this month!!! 


STOP PRESS: 


The news we’ve all been waiting for has finally arrrived... 





An Australian distributor of new Amiga computers has 
been established with 99% certainty. New stock of 
Amiga 1200’s and Amiga 4000T’s is expected to 
become available within 3 weeks (late October, 1995). 


All new Amigas will be bundled with a very impressive 

collection of software included at no extra cost. The 

titles include: SCALA MM300, WordWorth 4SE, 
Personal Paint 6.4SE, Organiser 


TurboCalc 3.5, Photogenics 1.2SE, 
D re 1.1, Pinball Mania, Wiz. 


Basic machine configurations have been improved, with 
a higher capacity hard drive being standard on all 
models. Please see opposite for forecasted pricing! 
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Amiga 1200 68020 Processor 
2Mb RAM Standard 
170Mb 2.5" IDE Hard Drive 
(Software Bundle) $1199.00 


Amiga 4000T 68040 Processor 
6Mb RAM Standard 
1Gb 3.5" IDE Hard Drive 
(Software Bundle) $4699.00 


Amiga 4000T 68060 Processor 
6Mb RAM Standard 
1Gb 3.5" IDE Hard Drive 
(Software Bundle) - $5699.00 


A new Amiga multisync monitor with stereo sound will 
also be available soon. Expected price... $699.00 


Please phone or visit our shop for the latest news, as 
confirmation was restricted by advertising deadlines! 


* All information listed subject to change without notice * 





Call for enquiries/orders Ph: (07) 3899-0980 
After-Hours...Mobile: (018) 98-1679 






TRADING HOURS: 






Mon - Fri 9am - 11am & 12pm - 6pm CASH C.O.D 71 
Saturday 9am-11am&12pm - 5pm a 
e Credit Cards Talé) 








Other times available by appointment! 





If for any reason your not happy with our service or prices, help us to help you - Tell Us! 





CURSOR Page 15 7 October 1995 


EQUIPMENT USED IN TEST 
Amiga 4000/030 
Kickstart 3.0, Workbench 3.0 























REVIEW 


INSTALLATION 

Plug the power cable into the back 
of the A4000 (or any appropriate 
socket), plug the video cable into the 
23-15 pin converter and plug the 
converter into the RGB port. Switch 
on and enjoy a crisp, clear image! 


MICROVITEC 
1438 


MONITOR 





Depending on your particular 
Workbench version, you'll have to 
play around with the monitor 
settings in Prefs and Devs, 
depending on which screen modes 
you’re interested in. This is as 
simple or as complex as you make 
it. 


This review, by C. J. Coulson of 
Newcastle UK came off the Internet 
from comp.syS.amiga.reviews. 


PRODUCT NAME 
Microvitec 1438 multiscan monitor 


BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

A 14 inch multiscan monitor 
suitable for all Amiga screen modes, 
from OCS through to AGA, with the 
exception of A2024 modes. Display 
only: does not include speakers. 
0.28 dot pitch, 15-40KHz scan rates 


with 45-100Hz refresh rates. MPR-2 
compliant. 


REVIEW NOTE 

This review is based in the hardware 
and associated documentation 
supplied in July 1994. Since then 
there may have been changes, 
particularly to the documentation (I 
hope!) 


General thoughts on the monitor are 
favourable. It looks quite smart 
sitting on my desk, with a nice 
tilt/swivel stand built in. Unlike a lot 
of new monitors, the screen doesn’t 
appear surrounded by acres of 
casing, although the screen frame is 
thicker than some monitors I’ve 
used (around 4cm wide all round). 
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SPECIAL HARDWARE 
REQUIREMENTS 

A 23-15 pin converter. A simple 
cable was supplied with my 
monitor, but I found it 
unsatisfactory and use the “Silver 


Blob” converter supplied with my 
A4000 instead. 
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CITY CENTRAL | 
Glen De Witt 












EMAIL : rgdewitt@brisbane.dialix.oz.au 


The case colour goes well with the 
Amiga casing. 


With the power off, the screen has a 
dull appearance. Reflections seem 
grainy and blurred, and the glass is 
subtly rough to the touch. Switching 
the power on results in NO static 
forming on the glass, which is no 
bad thing given the trouble it can 
cause. It takes approximately 4 
seconds for the picture to appear if 
the tube is warm, slightly longer 
from cold. Although there is some 
reflection from the screen, it is 
minimal. Compared to some so- 
called low-reflectance screens, the 
Microvitec screen truly is low- 
reflectance. 
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Looking down at the controls 
reveals the Microvitecs only real 
bad point. There are pitifully few 
picture controls compared to other 
monitors around today, and all the 
controls are analogue dials, no 
digital control here. From left to 
right we have: 

Vertical Height 

Horizontal Position 

Brightness 

Contrast 

Power On/Off 


What is annoying is the choice of 
vertical height and horizontal 
position. Every screenmode the 
AGA chipset can produce is easily 


Continued on page 19 
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Monitor Review from page 17 


tall enough to fill the vertical height 
of the screen with only small 
borders top and bottom. Therefore 
the Vertical Height control is 
permanently set to its minimum 
position. However, the lack of a 
Horizontal Width control is an 
oversight, as we shall now see... 


Horizontal Border Widths 
(no overscan) 


Mode Border Horizontal 
Width Frequency 
PAL 10mm _=«—«qw15.60K Hz 
NTSC 10mm —=_—«15.72K Hz 
Super72 2mm 23.21KHz 
DBLPAL 32mm = =27.53KHz 
DBLNTSC 32mm  27.66KHz 
Multiscan 30mm  29.29KHz 
Euro72 28mm 29.32KHz 
As the horizontal frequency 


increases, we can see a 
corresponding increase in the border 
widths, and thus a decrease in the 
visible screen.width. Given that 
people buy multiscan monitors in 
order to view high.frequency 
modes, this border width problem is 
somewhat annoying. 


Brightness and Contrast work as 
expected, although the range of 
brightness available seems 
constrained relative to other 
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monitors. What I mean is that the 
minimum brightness is still easily 
bright enough provided the contrast 
setting is at or above the half-way 
notch, and the maximum brightness 
setting is not going to replace your 
desk lamp as a source of lighting, 
even with contrast at full. On the 
other hand, the contrast control does 
have a large range, with minimum 
contrast producing a very “washed 
out” image, visible only with the 
brightness at around a third or more, 
and even then barely usable. 


Finally the power switch, which is 
actually a rocker switch as opposed 
to a push switch. This has a soft feel, 
with no obvious click action. Not 
only does it make switching on and 
off a smooth operation, but it also 
makes the likelihood of contact 
arcing next to zero, unlike the power 
switch on my old but trusty Philips 
8833 ! 


So, we’ve discussed the physical 
look of the monitor, we’ve dissected 
its ability to display AGA 
screenmodes. What is it like to use 
day in, day out? 


I’ve been using the monitor now for 
over a year, and I’ve accepted the 
wide borders in 15KHz modes, 
although occasionally they do still 
cause problems when doing 
anything requiring a correct aspect 
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ratio (drawing circles for instance - I 
have to trust that the circle drawing 
tools in art packages really are 
creating circles, because in most 
screenmodes they look like tall 
ellipses :). 


As far as picture quality goes, I have 
no complaints. The pixels are crisp 
and clear, even in high resolutions, 
and there is no visible colour 
spreading. The image seems to be 
aligned well with the 
vertical/horizontal and there is little 
pin-cushioning or trapezoidal 
distortion. In short, the lack of 
controls to alter such picture 
parameters is not a problem, 
because the built-in presets are 
adjusted well. Claimed dot pitch is 
0.28, and compared to other 
monitors with the same dot pitch, I 
see no reason to doubt the claim. In 
fact, compared to most monitors 
I’ve had the misfortune to use, the 
Microvitec provides a superb 
display. Only the Viglen Envy 
monitor produces a better quality 
image. 


Switching between modes takes 
around 0.2s, sometimes 
accompanied by a relay clicking. 
The clicking is something else you 
get used to after a while, though if 
you’re in the habit of repeatedly 
Switching from one mode to 
another, you may find it an 
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annoyance. 


DOCUMENTATION 

A small, 27-page manual is 
provided, with instructions in 
English, French, German, Italian, 
Dutch and Norwegian. In other 
words, the manual is effectively 4 
pages long, unless you’re reading 
the English section, where you get 
an extra page detailing some UK, 
Australia and New Zealand specific 
things. There is one page given toa 
diagram of the connecting cables, 
and one more detailing the pin-out 
of the video connector. 


To be honest, the manual is a pile of 
rubbish. The single most important 
item of information, the scan rates, 
is contained within a sentence that is 
easily overlooked when reading the 
manual. This is the sort of thing that 
should be clearly laid out, with big 
arrows pointing to it if necessary, 
not tucked away in the middle of an 
ordinary Jooking sentence. I wonder 
if many people have damaged their 
Microvitecs by supplying out of 
range scan rates simply because this 
information isn’t instantly clear? 


The documentation gets a dismal 0.5 
out of 5. It would have been zero 
except for the inclusion of the 
connector pin-out information. 
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LIKES 

It’s a reasonably priced, well built 
multiscan monitor that supports 
ALL standard Amiga screenmodes. 
Picture quality is excellent, as is the 
low reflectance/zero static screen. 


DISLIKES AND SUGGESTIONS 
The documentation is good only for 
the recycling plant, and the lack of a 
horizontal sizing control is 
annoying, and may be very off- 
putting for some users. 


COMPARISON TO OTHER 
SIMILAR PRODUCTS 

I’ve used the following monitors 
extensively: 


Viglen Envy - 15 inch screen 

Mitac (no model info) - 14 inch 
screen 

Apple colour - 12 (?) inch Trinitron 
screen 

HP colour - 17 inch 


Only the Viglen Envy screen betters 
the Microvitec in terms of picture 
quality, although all better it when it 
comes to supplying control over the 
picture size/position. Of course, 
none of the above screens support 
scan rates down to 1SKHz. 


BUGS 

The hardware is well put together, 
and in 14 months of use has not 
shown any signs of problems. 
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VENDOR SUPPORT 
Unknown 


WARRANTY 
Unknown 


CONCLUSIONS 

I personally like the monitor. I like 
the picture quality and the fact I can 
use all the screenmodes my A4000 
can generate. It definitely ISN’T a 
monitor for everyone though. 
Serious graphics users would 
probably prefer a dedicated monitor 
for high-res work, with a second 
medium-res monitor for system 
screens. Games players and people 
with OCS Amigas aren’t likely to 
need the abilities of the monitor to 
scan above 15KHz. In short, if you 
want to display screenmodes that 
fall within the scan rates of the 
monitor, and if you only want one 
monitor on your desk, this may suit 
you nicely. 


RATINGS 

As for a rating, I'll give it several... 
Picture Quality : ......... 5 

SUV ID § natencmnnimencons 4 
Documentation: ........ 0.5 
COMMON 4 semuemeeennn Z 

FICE y irwarcisenseenrenenctacs 4 
COPYRIGHT NOTICE 


This review is copyright 1995 by 
Chris Coulson. 
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Amiga Technologies 
Together with ESCOM 


in the new Multimedia age 
A BIT OF HISTORY: 


1985. New York. A new computer 
is presented to the amazed press by 
Commodore. What journalists saw 
there was the beginning of a big 
adventure for millions of people 
worldwide: The Amiga was born! 


Its incredible features in video, 
sound and animation, thanks to a 
smart design of custom processors, 
bundled to a fully multitasking OS 
and the powerful 68000 processor 
from Motorola quickly made the 
Amiga the system of choice for all 
computer fans. 


The first Amiga had 256 Kilobytes 
of Memory and an 880 Kilobyte 3.5 
inch disk drive. Ten years later, 
hundreds of megabytes of memory 
an be used and the latest 68060 
processor from Motorola is 100 
times faster than the original 
68000. 


Through this computer, a real 
community of users has been 
created, software and hardware 
suppliers quickly joined the 
bandwagon to create a true 
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environment for those who knew 
from the beginning that the Amiga 
was more than just a tool to type 
letters and to run spreadsheets. 


The Amiga also had its detractors : 
“Animation and sound? That’s just 
good for games, no need of that for 
serious applications”. This is what 
could be heard and read some years 
ago, when the competition was still 
struggling with monotasking and 
monochrome systems. These same 
people are now saying that they 
invented Multimedia... 


The keyword Multimedia: an 
important keyword for those who 
know that Amiga actually invented 
Multimedia. ESCOM knew that 
from the beginning and recognized 
in the Amiga a valuable 
technology, the key to future 
computing and entertainment, a key 
to suCCeSS. 


In April 1995, after a long period of 
latency it finally happened: 
ESCOM took over the complete 
technological and _ intellectual 
property of Commodore in a 
spectacular auction in New York. 
Amiga users, professionals as well 
as hobbyists were very worried; 
what was going to happen to their 
computer of choice, what would 
ESCOM’s plans be? ESCOM 

Continued on page 24 
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or FOR SALE 
760 meg Micropolis SCSI Star NX1000CL Colour 
HardDrive ............$599 neg. 


Printer, As new in box, 
complete with Cable, Manual, 


320 meg C.D.C. SCSI 
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Brendan Pratt and printer driver. $150.00 Neg 
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and WB2.x by warm DOOLING ......-0-00000c00eceeseeeee 00-00 


Glen DeWitt Ph. 019-629-265 
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Continued from page 22 

received hundreds of user letters 
from all around the world, asking to 
continue manufacturing and 
development of the System. 


This is actually a phenomenon that 
can only be observed very rarely 
for a product: commitment and 
even attachment of a devoted 
international community. Support 
by dozens of dedicated magazines: 
More than ten magazines for 
Germany and the UK alone! And 
several more in other countries. 


All these factors made Manfred 
Schmitt, President of the executive 
board at ESCOM, decide to buy 
AMIGA and create a new daughter 
company: AMIGA Technologies. 
The commitment to the technology 
and its future was brilliantly 
demonstrated in Frankfurt, at a 
major international press 
conference on May 30, 1995, only 
one month after the takeover. 


OPERATIONS AND COMPANY 
PHILOSOPHY 


AMIGA Technologies is a 100% 
daughter company of ESCOM. We 
are located in Bensheim, 40 miles 
southwards of Frankfurt and a few 
miles away from Heppenheim, 
where ESCOM has its offices. 
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OUR TEAM 


To be good in making, selling and 
promoting the Amiga, one has to 
like the Amiga and stand behind it. 
We at AMIGA Technologies think 
that our team has to be made of 
Amiga specialists who believe in 
what they are doing and that’s the 
way we go. Once completed, our 
staff will be of about 50 people, 
working in sales, production, 
marketing/PR, accounting and 
finances, human resources, support 
and specially development of new 
hardware and software. We think 
internationally because we are an 
international company. People from 
all parts of the world are joining 
our young and dynamic team. In 
our offices, English is more often 
spoken than German. 


PRODUCTION 


Production and quality control are 
high priorities to ensure total 
customer satisfaction; We only 
work with the best part providers 
and most reputable assemblers to 
assure the high degree of reliability 
we want for our systems. 


DISTRIBUTION 


Distribution and logistics are also 
important keys to successful 
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operations for us. Our worldwide 
distribution is centralized in the 
Netherlands where we have the 
infrastructure needed to provide 
Amigas to the world. In each 
country, we have a distribution unit 
to assure the relay and proper 
support needed locally. This can be 
as a subsidiary or with a 
distribution and sales partner, 
depending on the needs. 


OUR MARKET 


The Amiga market has a high 
potential and first of all is a 
worldwide market. The multimedia 
market is even bigger and it is our 
market of choice. With the high 
potential of our technology in this 
aspect, we know that we have the 
best chances to become an 
important player very soon. In the 
United States, where the number of 
local Cable Televisions is 
increasing rapidly, the Amiga is an 
appreciated system _ for 
broadcasting applications. Amigas 
are used in Hollywood to make 
films and productions like Babylon 
V or Seaquest DSV are some 
examples among _ others. 
Companies use our computers with 
multimedia authoring systems, 
which quality and power is 
unmatched on other platforms. 


CURSOR 





Page 25 


OUR PARTNERS 


Third party support on the Amiga is 
excellent and numerous. We know 
that we have creative and 
productive partners who make the 
Amiga a better system every day. 
We want to work together with 
these people and build up fruitful 
partnerships with them. We already 
have signed agreements with 
SCALA software to bundle our 
systems with their outstanding 
multimedia authoring system. The 
Amiga can now be used as a 
powerful multimedia workstation 
out of the box. 


OUR TECHNOLOGY, 
DEVELOPMENT AND WHAT 
WE CAN MAKE OUT OF IT. 


Power to the user is our goal at 
short and long term. Going RISC is 
a priority for us. Porting our 
operating system to a new 
generation hardware technology in 
a user-friendly manner is the best 
way to keep our loyal customers 
and gain new ones. For the short 
term, implemented the fast 68060 
processor from Motorola is an 
evident move we will do quickly. 
Again, here we hire the most 
excellent technicians and have the 
best partners to achieve this 
ambitious endeavor. The future of 
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home computing resides in 
intelligent and integrated high- 
technology devices like set-top- 
boxes which combine user 
friendliness, powerful hardware, 
communication skills and online 
services. All we need is coming 
very soon : the communication 
highways, the online service 
providers, pay TV and home 
shopping. All this bundled to our 
technology will enable us to bring 
new and exciting products to the 
customer at extremely attractive 
prices. 


OUR PRODUCTS 


From the entry level AMIGA 1200 
to the high-end AMIGA 4000 
Tower, our product range is suited 
for everyone, from the computer 
freak to the professional user. 


The AMIGA 1200, thanks to its 
low price is a perfect home 
computer and its expandability will 
give the user many upgrade 
possibilities for faster processors, 
more memory or new storage 
medias. 


The CD 32 console is based on the 
AMIGA 1200 Technology and 
comes standard with a CD ROM 
drive. The storage capacity of this 
media, combined to the graphics 
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and sound abilities of the Amiga. 


The Amiga 4000 Tower is perfectly 
suited for the professional video 
and multimedia market and has 
sufficient connectors and free room 
to host any kind of internal 
expansion device. For more 
computing power, the 68040 
processor can be replaced with the 
new 68060 from Motorola. 


An exciting device for multimedia 
and interactive applications are the 
new Virtual IO glasses. distributed 
and promoted in cooperation with 
Amiga Technologies. With virtual 
IO, the Amiga user will have a 
closer relationship to his computer! 


OUR PEOPLE 


Petro Tyschtschenko 
General executive officer 
Gilles Bourdin 

Company spokesman 
Peter Kittel 

Development 

Gwynne Thomas 
Material & Production 
Rolf Wiehe 

Distribution Germany 


Amiga Technologies GmbH 
Berliner Ring 89 

D-64625 Bensheim 
Germany 
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Please submit articles on disk in ASCII format (if possible) and post them to : 
Mike Williams 
32 Bulwarna St 
Shailer Park Qld 4128 
or upload to: 
The Cursor Editor 
CCUGQ BBS 
(07) 3300-6357 or (07) 3805-5928 


!AMIGA PUBLIC DOMAIN DISKS 


Our extensive range of over 2000 Amiga P.D. disks is available at: 

1. Our Workshop Meeting 

2. Our Main Meeting 

3. By Mail 

4. On our two BBSs (a selection). 
Copying of P.D. disks by Club Members at our Workshops is free. 
Disks can be purchased at both of our Meetings for $2 each. 
Requests for disks by Mail should be directed to The Secretary, 
enclosing a cheque/money order payable to C.C.U.G.Q. 
Cost is $2 per disk plus $3 postage for each 6 disks or part thereof. 
P.D. Librarians are Ron and Warren Blake Phone (07) 3287-1790. 








MEMBERSHIP SCHEDULE 
ANNUAL FEES 
Ordinary Membership .......c.ccccccscssceeee $40 
Pensioner Membership..........cccccccccsseeee $30 
Country Membership..........cccccccscccsscsees $30 
Library Administration Fee............000« $10 


(Required for access to Commercial, 


Public Domain and Magazine Libraries) 
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Commodore-Amiga Computer Users Group Qld. 


By 2X Os 5X0), 7 WS) 24 I COAL OXO) DO) B) Dur 9 Ara 





MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 


PPrere eee ere eee ee ee eee eee ee eee es 


LM PIG CL CRIT) 6 cerca tc ict nec aa nll na tee ee 
eye Cd Cl) Ce ee a a ee ee eee en a ee ee 
TV hl cert, TV aT LIVI GN '$ cs cne- snc meesecncsnrennesenenerneneno nnnensnsesn it SSDNE Raia ph dee eet n ORR leo eae HalLane AS THERTRANRE onan de 
OG ENES TEGAN ING 8 csssecccccrecesecrassrercoacassonecncennanayrenmmenernenmnnvcicommnessemcspyiesa cyoesheciencavsairettsc een 
Computer Knowledge (Languages/Techmiical ete) 2 ccccccscscasceseeeeeeseneeeenee 


Pee ere Ree eee eee eee ee eee eH eee E EEE EEE E EEE EEE S SEES SESE ESOS E SHEE Ee eEsEEEEEeEesesesssssesssessssseeessasesesseaaesereenseseseeaasssssasanansassaausssessssseaee 


Please find enclosed Cheque / Money Order for $ 
Payable to C.C.U.G.Q. Inc. 
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